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1. Aim of the Proposed Work:  
The enclosed concept note addresses a research proposal to establish the scope and significance of recreational 
fishing in the European Union and the “Candidate Countries” (the 13 countries that are 
applying for European Union membership). 
 
NEED & RELEVANCE: SCALE OF AMBITION & CRITICAL MASS 
 
1.1.6 Contribution to Thematic Area: Sustainable Development, Global Change and Ecosystems 
 
1.1.6.3 Global Change and ecosystems 
 
Recreational Fishing is a sustainable industry and leisure sport and the project proposed corresponds excellent 
with the requirements given in the above mentioned items 1.1.6 and 1.1.6.3. 
 
a) - The proposed pan-European socio-economic research project shall provide non-existing proper data of the 
recreational fishing sector in Europe in numbers of fishermen –identified and subdivided into sea fishermen, 
freshwater fishermen, the mix of the two groups and the total of fishermen. 
 
b) – The project shall expose and measure in euros the recreational fishing sector volume in the European 
economy. 
 
c) – The project shall prove and reveal European recreational fishing as a highly important sector of the 
European economy (as already proven in other countries like USA and Japan): 

- with a huge sustainable industry with an impressive growth potential 
- which counts estimated 25 million recreational fishermen 
- which provides the European economic activity of estimated 25 billion euros 
- which provides hundreds of thousands of jobs in mostly rural areas 
- which is able to offer attractive alternative employment to many of the commercial 

fishermen to be made redundant by the EU CFP reform. 
 
d) – In this project the collaboration of European University/-ies, Research companies, angling organisations, 
the tourism industry, the fishing tackle industry, the boating industry, bait suppliers and marine equipment and 
service suppliers will most likely give birth to new European profit- and knowledge giving projects; and new 
European alliances and/or organisations within the sector could be constituted as a side effect of this project. 
 
e) - As this study has never been done before this Integrated Project –the design and outcome- would enhance 
European excellence in terms of scientific and technological advances and provide new knowledge. 
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f) Only a truly pan-European study using the same design and sample methods in all European countries 
involved could achieve the above mentioned objectives and benefits. 
   
g) It is anticipated at this point that the research project would be required to run over a twelve-month period. 
 
h) The project will of course draw on existing projects and knowledge from third countries (mainly USA, 
Australia and Japan) and the very few existing European national and regional projects but the final design 
will be drawn and decided by the participants in the RECFISH steering group. 
 
2. Contribution to the European Research Area 
• RECFISH uses well-known scientific methodology in the project but the overall design is unique for 

Europe. The project’s objective and scale are never seen before in Europe and strengthens the European 
Research Area. 

• RECFISH provides new knowledge for the benefit of all end users like all participants in this project, 
politicians, the EU institutions, EUROSTAT, and all equivalent national institutions. 

• RECFISH addresses the urgent need for information on the recreational fishing sector, the numbers of 
European fishermen, the value and volume in the European economy and its potential in sustainable 
development. 

 
 
3. The Role of SMEs in the Proposed Work 
The collecting of data will include small and medium sized national research companies. 
 
4. How the Project will be Managed 
The project will be managed by a joint venture comprised of EAA, European Anglers’ Alliance and EFTTA, 
European Fishing Tackle Trade Association together with a Core Group supported by Assistant Partners. The 
consortium will invite calls for proposals to invite new members to undertake specific tasks. There will be a 
Governing Council consisting of senior representatives from the Core Group Organisations. 
 
 
Management: EAA, European Anglers’ Alliance and EFTTA, European Fishing Tackle Trade Association 
Core Group: Jan Kappel, Secretary General, EAA (Brussels) 
 Caroline Thomas, General Manager, EFTTA (London) 
 Helen Pickering, CEMARE, Department of Economics, University of Portsmouth 
 Mark Hofmans, General Manager, GfK Ad hoc Research Worldwide 
 Participant from Tourism 

Participant from Charter boating industry 
 
Assistant partners 
Research: Gfk has filials in all countries 
Recreational fishing: (EAA has nation members from 18 out of 28 European countries concerned): 
 
Austria 
Österreichisches Kuratorium fur Fischerei und 
Gewässerschutz 
Goldtruhenweg 1/2/3 
A-2345 Brunn am Gebirge  
Austria 

Verband Österreichischen Arbeiter Fischerei Vereine 
Lenaugasse 14 
1080 Wien 
Austria 
 

Belgium 
Fédération Sportive des Pêcheurs Francophones de 
Belgique 
Rue de Wijnants 33 
1000 Bruxelles 
Belgium 

2 



Expression of Interest ♣ RECFISH
 
Czech Republic 
Cesky Rybarsky Svaz 
Sekretariat Rady Nad 
Olsinami 31 
100 000 Praha 10 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Danmarks Sportfiskerforbund 
Worseasgade 1 
7100 Vejle 
Denmark 
Finland 
Finnish Federation for Recreational Fishing 
Svinhufvudintie 11 
FIN-00570 Helsinki 
Finland 
France 
Union Nationale des Fédérations Départementales de 
Pêche et de Protection 
du Milieu Aquatique 
17, Rue Bergère 
F 75009 Paris, France 
Germany 
Verband Deutscher Sportfischer 
Siemensstrasse 11-13 
63071 Offenbach am Main 
Germany 
 

Deutscher Angler Verband 
Weissenseer weg 110 
10369 Berlin  
Lichtenberg 
Germany 

Hungary 
National Federation of Hungarian Anglers 
17 Korompai str. 
H-1124 Budapest 
Hungary 
Ireland 
EAA Ireland – Federation of Irish Pike Angling Clubs 
Oldcastle Road 
Ballyjamesduff 
Co. Cavan 
Ireland 
Italy 
Federazione Italiana Pesca Sportiva e Attività 
Subacquee 
Viale Tiziano, 70 
I-00196 Roma 
Italy 
The Netherlands 
Nederlandse Vereniging van Sportvissersfederaties 
Postbus 288 
3800 AG Amersfoort 
The Netherlands 
Norway 
Norges Jeger- og Fiskerforbund 
P.O. Box 94 
1378 Nesbru 
Norway 
Poland 
Polski Zwiazek Wedkarski 
Zurzad Glowny 
Ul. Twarda 42 
00-831 Warsawa 
Poland 
Slovenia Slovenia 
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– Fresh water Anglers 
(Fishing Association of Slovenia) 
Ribiska Zveza Slovenije 
p.p. 2972 
SI-1001 Ljubliana 
Slovenija 

 – Sea Anglers 
(Union for Sea Sport Angling of Slovenia) 
Rozmanova ulica 38 
SI – 6330    Piran / Pirano 
Slovenija 
 

Sweden: 
Sportfiskarna 
Box 2 
16321 Spånga 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Fédération Suisse de Pêche et de Pisciculture 
Casa Postale 8218 
3001 Berne 
Switzerland 
United Kingdom 
The Salmon and Trout Association 
Fishmongers Hall 
London Bridge 
London EC4R QEL 
United Kingdom 
 
 


